In order to develop research, critical thinking, and analytical skills, students will be responsible for writing two “position papers” on one of eight topics of the student’s selection from the designated list below. These papers will make an evidence-driven argument on both “sides” of the selected topic. One of the two papers must argue in favor of the topic, and the second paper must argue against the same topic. Detailed outlines of these position papers can be found in Appendix I of the syllabus. The topics from which students may select are: 

3 a) Washington DC Statehood 
Papers and Assignments
 Papers and assignments should reflect the following requirements: 1) Times New Roman, size 12 font; 2) 1” Margins on all four sides; 3) page numbers; 4) APA format citations; and 5) no cover page (name(s), date, etc at top of page 1). Papers should be submitted as PDF files

 Resources 
There are many sources available to students in studying government and politics, but students should be conscious of the reliability of these sources. When researching current news stories, students should go directly a newspaper or television station website (www.nytimes.com; www.cnn.com; www.foxnews.com). Another valuable resource is Google News (news.google.com), which does a broad sweep of news stories. 

In writing position papers, government websites provide direct access to information such as schedules and legislation. For the federal government, websites that end in “.gov” are reliable sources. At the state and local level, be conscious that websites may have different domains and you may have to look closely at whether or not it is the official website. Position papers should include professional or academic research, rather than journalism (television news stations, newspapers, etc.) pieces. 

In looking for scholarly work, Google Scholar (scholar.google.com) is a great starting point. This will help you identify articles from academic journals and other studies/research on a topic of your choosing.


Appendix I: Position Paper Format 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Position Paper Format (5-7 Pages) – Adhere to Papers and Assignments established earlier

I.      Introduction
         a. Introduce topic 
         b. Provide informational background on topic 
 i. Inform the reader of the background of the issue, why it is an              issue of consideration in American government, and any important information to be adequately informed to understand the remainder of the position paper 
1.Use a minimum of 3 sources, with consideration of the             Resourcessection of the syllabus 
          c. Assert the paper’s stance of the issue

 II.     Your Argument 
          a. Substantiating Argument 1 (Required) 
                    i. State your argument
                    ii. Substantiate your argument 
          1. Use a minimum of 2 sources, with consideration of the Resourcessection of the syllabus 
          b. Substantiating Argument 2 (Required) 
i. State your argument 
ii. Substantiate your argument 
1. Use a minimum of 2 sources, with consideration of the        Resourcessection of the syllabus     
          c. Substantiating Argument 3 (Required) 
                    i. State your argument
                    ii. Substantiate your argument 
1. Use a minimum of 2 sources, with consideration of the             Resourcessection of the syllabus
           d. Additional arguments as you see appropriate

 III.   Conclusion

 IV.   References 
a. Be sure a minimum of nine (9) are included, in accordance with outline above 

